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the Use of Drugs to Influence Time Experience

chart adapted from Stephens Newell, “Chemical Modifiers of Time,” in Henri M. Yaker, ed., The Future of Time (New York: Doubleday, 1971).

* Heroin with Codeine, Cocaine, Marijuana, Hypnotics, etc. 
** Cannabis: Marijuana and Hashish; derivative and preparations of the Marijuana (Cannabis) plant. 
*** Peyote, Mescaline, etc. and/or mixtures of these with LSD.

THE PAST	

THE PRESENT

THE future

time rate

To forget 
the past

46	 Alcohol 89	 Heroin; Heroin mixtures*; 

	 Narcotic-Hypnotic mixtures; 

	 LSD

20	 Cannabis**, alcohol, and a wide 

	 variety of other drugs of all sorts

To relive 
the past	

43	 Alcohol 67	 Heroin; Heroin mixtures*; 

	 Narcotic-Hypnotic mixtures

40	 LSD with Cannabis**; LSD; 

	 Alcohol

To “lose” 
the present

54	 Alcohol; 

	 Marijuana

84	 Heroin; 

	 Hypnotics

45	 Cannabis**; LSD; LSD with  

	 Cannabis; and a variety of 

	 other drugs

To make the 
present more 
enjoyable

58	 Alcohol; 

	 Alcohol with Marijuana

95	 Heroin; Heroin mixtures*; 

	 misc. depressants** 

	 and Marijuana

95	 Misc. drug; LSD with Cannabis**; 

	 Cannabis**

To lose sight 
of the future

46	 Alcohol; 

	 Alcohol with Marijuana

53	 Heroin; Narcotic-hypnotic 

	 mixtures; Hypnotics

20	 LSD with Cannabis**; Alcohol  

	 with other non-narcotic drugs

To “live in” 
the future

8	 Alcohol 39	 Heroin; Heroin-Cocaine mixture; 

	 Marijuana and LSD

21	 LSD; LSD with other major 

	 Psychedelic and Cannabis*** ;  

	 Marijuana & misc.

To make time 
“go slower”

8	 Alcohol 47	 Heroin; 

	 Marijuana

20	 Cannabis**; LSD Psychedelic- 

	 Cannabis mixture***

To make time 
“go faster”

50	 Alcohol 63	 Heroin; Amphetamines; 

	 Narcotic-hypnotic mixtures

15	 Amphetamines or  

	 Amphetamine-hypnotic 

	 mixture; Marijuana

33	 AlcoholTo make time  
“stand still”

21	 Marijuana; Heroin; 

	 Narcotic-hypnotic mixtures

35	 LSD with Cannabis**; 

	 DMT, other psychedelics***;  

	 Cannabis narcotic mixture
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